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LIVE UPDATES 


Get the latest news at 
sfchronicle.com/ 
coronavirus-live-updates 


CORONAVIRUS TRACKER 


An interactive map and 


charts of local, state and 
national cases: sfchron 
icle.com/coronavirus-map 


PODCASTS 


“Fifth & Mission:” Analysis 
6 from our reporters and edi- 
tors. sfchronicle.com/fifth 


VISUAL ESSAY 


Life has changed: https:// 
© projects.sfchronicle.com/ 
2020/visuals/coronavirus 


OPERATION 


HOW A FEARSOME, FAST-TALKING OAKLAND UNION OFFICIAL 
HELPED LEGALIZE MARIJUANA - AND BECAME THE TARGET 
OF AN FBI PROBE. A CHRONICLE IN-DEPTH REPORT. PAGE A13 


CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


Fast action lifts 
Bay Area’s hopes 


Region to soon know whether shelter in place is effective 


By Erin Allday 


By day’s end Monday, most 
of the Bay Area will have 
been holed up in their homes 
for two weeks — long 
enough, experts say, to see 
whether the unprecedented 
efforts to keep people apart 
are beginning to halt, or at 


least slow down, the corona- 
virus. 

There are hopeful signs. 
Though the case counts keep 
climbing, they’re not rising so 
fast as to suggest the regional 
outbreak is out of control, as 
it is in New York. The death 
toll in the Bay Area is 
mounting, and while that’s 


sobering news, it’s not in- 
creasing faster than anticipat- 
ed. 

But this pandemic has 
been fast-moving, often ex- 
ploding out of nowhere in 
communities and overwhelm- 
ing hospitals in just a matter 
of days. On Saturday, Gov. 

Strategy continues on A10 


MORE INSIDE 


NATION 


After hinting at a quarantine for 
New York City, President Trump 
instead calls for a “strong Travel 
Advisory” for the region. A6 


BUSINESS 


Kathleen Pender helps make 
sense of stimulus checks and 
jobless benefits included in 
Congress’ rescue package. Cl 


BAY AREA 


How notoriously slow-moving 
S.F. bureaucracy moved quickly 
to confront pandemic. BI 


FOOD & WINE 


A neighborhood-by-neighbor- 
hood guide to restaurants still 
serving during the crisis. LI-L8 


State has 
21 million 
masks — 
all expired 


By Matthias Gafni 


As the coronavirus pandemic slammed 
into California and doctors and nurses 
sounded the alarm on a dire shortage of 
masks, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced 
the release of the state’s emergency stock- 
pile of 21 million N95 respirators. 

What he didn’t mention then: They are 


all expired. 


Every one of the masks stored in the 
state’s climate-controlled warehouse in a 
secret location has surpassed its wear-by 
date. A California Department of Public 
Health news 
release this 
month indicated 
that only “some” 
masks are ex- 
pired, but after 
repeated inquiries from The Chronicle, 
the agency acknowledged that the whole 
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supply is outdated. 


“All of the 21 million N95 respirator 
masks are expired but are usable per CDC 
guidelines,” the department said. “The 
masks have been stored in climate-con- 
trolled conditions that preserved their 

Masks continues on A12 


Health care 
workers face 
risks at home 


By Sarah Feldberg 


When Cana Jenkins finishes a 12-hour 
shift treating COVID-19 patients inside the 
emergency department tents at UCSF Medi- 
cal Center, a different kind of work begins. 

She takes off the kit that makes up her 
personal protective equipment: face shield, 
hair bonnet, gown, N95 mask and UCSF- 
issued scrubs. The hair bonnet gets thrown 
away, the gown and scrubs head to hospital 
laundry, and the face shield and N95 mask — 
the crucial covering that keeps Jenkins from 
inhaling coronavirus-laden droplets — go 
into a numbered bag to be reused. 

Under normal circumstances, the nurse 
practitioner would chuck that mask too, but 
these are not normal circumstances. 

Next, Jenkins changes into a clean set of 
scrubs, walks to her car and places her shoes 
in a plastic bag in the trunk. She sanitizes 
her hands and drives home to Penngrove, a 
small town just north of Petaluma. There, 
she pulls straight into the garage, stuffs her 

Workers continues on A8 
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VISUAL ESSAY 
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AN ALTERED LANDSCAPE 


In the wake of shelter-in-place orders, an eerie emptiness has settled on the Bay 
Area. Chronicle photographers have been capturing images of the days of pandemic 


fear, and we’ve paired them with pictures from a more social past. 


SEE MORE PHOTOS IN CULTURE DESK, PAGES J4-J5 


Before photos (from top): Connor Radnovich, Jessica Christian, Michael Macor, Jason Henry. After photos by Paul Kuroda 


